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September 4, 2007

National Chief Congratulates Weeneebayko Area First Nations on Historic Haalth
Deal

QTTAWA - Today, Assembly of First Nations (AFN} National Chief Phit Fontaine
congratulated First Nations in the Northern Ontario WeeneebayXko region on successfully
concluding a deal that will fead to better health care services.

The daal, known as the Weeneebayko Area Health Integration Framework Agreement,
integrates federal and provinclat health services under a First Nations community-controlied
organization. The agreement will streamline health care services and give First Nations
greater control over them.

“We've always said First Nations control over heaith care services Is key to giving our
ciizens the quality and fimely heaith care they need," National Chisf Phil Fontaine said. “In
this case, we're seeing a real investment in these communities' infrastructure so they can
determine how best to maet their urgent and ongeing needs.”

The deal has been 22 years in the making.

“It's a historic day. This is what the chiefs visualized more than 20 years ago. We've had a
lot of people falling through the cracks, an epidemic of people losing limbs or going blind
from diabetes,” said Chief Jonathon Solomon of the Kashechewan First Nation, one of five
First Nations 1o sign the deal. “This is going to address the many gaps causing us problems,
plus i¥s going to invest capital into the community. This model can become a modet for
other First Nations.”

AFN Ontario Regional Chief Angus Toulouse aiso praised the deal.

“Whenever we see First Nations control over health services Increasing, community health
improves,” Regional Chief Angus Toulouse said. “I¥'s just good sense o communities who
know first hand what their health care problems are to use their expertise to design their
own health care system.”

The Weeneebayko Area is made up of remote communities along the western Onfario
shores of James Bay and Hudson Bay, Approximately 10,060 predominantly Cree
residents living on and off réserve falt under the agresment. Traditionally, both federat and
provincial governments provide health services in the area that often resulted in a wasteful
overlapping or duptication of some services, while other needed health services were under-
furded or not offered at all.

The Agreement wiil:

Integrate federal and provincial health services under a community-controtied
organization;

Provide capital funding for new projects;
incorporate traditional healing practices into health care;

Aliow cost sharing on certain health care services to create greater economies of
scaie;

Amalgamate the federal Weeneebayko General Hospital with the provincial James
Bay General Hospital,

Over time, the agreement will evalve to expand public health and mental heaith initiatives,
demographics and perforrance standards.

First Nations covered by the agreement include: the Attawapiskat First Nation, Fart Albany
First Nation, Kashechewan First Nation, and the Weenusk First Nation. Mocreebec Non-
profit Development Corporation and the Corporation of the fown of Moosonee are alsc
parties to the deal.

The deal was signed late Friday afternoon with provincial and federal governments
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represented by Ontario Health Minister George Smitherman and federal Health Minister
TFony Clement.

Contacts:

Bryan Mendry,

A/Director of Communications
613-241.86789 ext. 220 or

cell 613-293-6106 or bhendrviainca

Karyn Pugliese

Heath Communications
813-241-6789 ext 210 or
613-282-1877 or kpugliese@iaings

ROWERED &Y THE WRORE

TR D MAMAGER

http://www.ath.ca/article.asp?id=3746 9/6/2007



